
(Adapted from liturgy prepared by All Saint’s Church, Minneapolis, MN)  

Call to Worship 

CELEBRANT Christ our true and only Light: receive our prayers and songs, and illumine the 

secrets of our hearts with your healing goodness, that no evil desires may possess us who are 

made new in the light of your heavenly grace.  

Amen.  

Acknowledgement and Thanksgiving for the Land (We say together) 

Creator, you made all people of every land. It is our responsibility to give thanks and respect to 

those who first occupied this land we are upon. We give thanks to the Squamish, the Tseil-

Watuth, the Musquem people, and especially to the Qayqayt, the first people of this land. We 

offer our respect to those ancestors who may be interred in this land. We are also thankful for 

the gifts of the People of the land. Creator let us be of Good Mind to reconcile the 

mistreatment of this land and to those who have been displaced. With thankful and respectful 

hearts we pray in Your name, Your son the Peacemaker and the Sacred Spirit. Amen.  

 

Song ~ Many and Great, O God, Are Your Works 

1 Many and great, O God, are your works,  

Maker of earth and sky.  

Your hands have set the heavens with stars;  

your fingers spread the mountains and plains.  

Though at your word the waters were formed;  

deep seas obey your voice.  

 

2 Grant us communion with you, God 

though you transcend the stars.  

Come close to us and stay by our side:  

with you are found the true gifts that last.  

Bless us with life that has no end,  

eternal life with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Gathering Prayer  

ALL  

Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and all you bring to us for our visit within your 

creation. In Jesus, you place the Gospel in the center of this Sacred Circle through which all of 

creation is related. You show us the way to live a generous and compassionate life. Give us your 

strength to live together with respect and commitment as we grow in your Spirit, for you are 

God, now and forever. Amen  

 

Collect of the Day  

Creator God, from you every family in heaven and earth takes its name. You have rooted and 

grounded us in your covenant love, and empowered us by your Spirit to speak the truth in love, 

and to walk in your way towards justice and wholeness. Mercifully grant that your people, 

journeying together in partnership, may be strengthened and guided to help one another to 

grow into the full stature of Christ, who is our light and our life. Amen  

The Word 

Isaiah 40:25-31 

To whom then will you compare me, 
   or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 
Lift up your eyes on high and see: 
   Who created these? 
He who brings out their host and numbers them, 
   calling them all by name; 
because he is great in strength, 
   mighty in power, 
   not one is missing. 

 
Why do you say, O Jacob, 
   and speak, O Israel, 
‘My way is hidden from the LORD, 
   and my right is disregarded by my God’? 
Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The LORD is the everlasting God, 
   the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; 
   his understanding is unsearchable. 



He gives power to the faint, 
   and strengthens the powerless. 
Even youths will faint and be weary, 
   and the young will fall exhausted; 
but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, 
   they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, 
   they shall walk and not faint. 

 Psalm 19  

The heavens are telling the glory of God; 

    and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
2 Day to day pours forth speech, 

    and night to night declares knowledge. 
3 There is no speech, nor are there words; 

    their voice is not heard; 
4 yet their voice goes out through all the earth, 

    and their words to the end of the world. 

In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, 
5 which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, 

    and like a strong man runs its course with joy. 
6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 

    and its circuit to the end of them; 

    and nothing is hid from its heat. 
7 The law of the LORD is perfect, 

    reviving the soul; 

the decrees of the LORD are sure, 

    making wise the simple; 
8 the precepts of the LORD are right, 

    rejoicing the heart; 

the commandment of the LORD is clear, 

    enlightening the eyes; 
9 the fear of the LORD is pure, 

    enduring forever; 

the ordinances of the LORD are true 

    and righteous altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, 

    even much fine gold; 

sweeter also than honey, 

    and drippings of the honeycomb. 



11 Moreover by them is your servant warned; 

    in keeping them there is great reward. 
12 But who can detect their errors? 

    Clear me from hidden faults. 
13 Keep back your servant also from the insolent;  

    do not let them have dominion over me. 

Then I shall be blameless, 

    and innocent of great transgression. 
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

    be acceptable to you, 

    O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

 
Glory to God our Creator, to God’s most holy word. And to the spirit indwelling. As it was in the 

beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen 

The Lord be with you      And also with you 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

John 1:1-18  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 
to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of 
whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” ’) From 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only 
Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

The Gospel of Christ      Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 



The Homily 

The Most Reverend Melissa Skelton (please see separate recording) 

Creed (A statement of belief) ALL  

We believe in the love of God, embodied in the person of Jesus, spread through the cosmos by 

the Holy Spirit. (University Episcopal Community at The Univ. of MN)  

 

Prayers of the People  (Written by Roland Gwan) 

Confession  

CELEBRANT Confession lets us set down the heavy things we carry with us, putting us in right 

relationship with one another & with God.  

READER For all that separates our hearts from God and from all that closes our eyes to God’s 

love... silence  

CELEBRANT For what we have done, left undone, and what has been done on our behalf... 

silence  

READER For the pride that prevents us from forgiving others, as we have been forgiven... silence  

ALL Jesus, forgive us. Create in us clean hearts, O God, and renew rights spirit within us.  

CELEBRANT The Lord enrich you with grace, and nourish you with many blessings; the Lord 

defend you in trouble and keep you from all evil; the Lord accept your prayers, and absolve you 

from your offences, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

The Peace 

CELEBRANT The peace of Christ be always with you  

PEOPLE And also with you.  

Offertory Song ~ I Am Listening 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Prayer over the Gifts 

Creator, you bless us with many good gifts returned to you from your creation. Feed us with the 

Bread of Life, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

CELEBRANT Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness we have this 

bread to set before you, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for 

us the bread of life. PEOPLE Blessed be God forever.  



CELEBRANT Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness we have this wine 

to set before you, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become for us the cup of 

salvation. PEOPLE Blessed be God forever. 

CELEBRANT God the Creator is here.  

PEOPLE God’s Spirit is with us.  

CELEBRANT Lift up your hearts  

PEOPLE We lift them to God the Creator  

CELEBRANT Let us give thanks to God  

PEOPLE It is right to offer our thanks and praise 

CELEBRANT God the Creator, our Great Spirit, from the depths of our hearts we give you 

thanks. We say thank you, now and forever. From the place of the rising sun in the East, to the 

South where the warm winds blow, from the West where the soft rain comes, to the coldness 

of the North. We unite with all creation from the four directions to join in the everlasting 

thanksgiving and praise for the gift of Jesus Christ. With hearts lifted, we join with the angels, 

the guardian spirits, the saints, and all our ancestors as we say  

ALL Holy, holy holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

O Great Spirit, our Creator from whom all holiness comes, we come before you again today. 

Just as in generations past, like our grandmothers and grandfathers, we come to worship you 

and acknowledge your greatness. We marvel at your creation. You sent Jesus into creation 

because people had turned away from you and no longer loved each other, bringing death and 

destruction. Sharing our living and dying, Jesus opened our eyes and our hearts to understand 

that we are all relatives and that you are our Great Spirit the Creator. Stretching out his arms 

upon the cross, he became a perfect offering for all, uniting in beauty all that is, with all that has 

been, and with all that ever will be. On the night Jesus was handed over to suffering and death, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to the disciples, and 

said, “Take eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; gave thanks, gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all 

of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we 

proclaim the mystery of faith: ALL Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

In this ceremony which Jesus gave us, we celebrate our salvation. In our offering of praise and 

thanks, we stand in the memory, strength, and love of Jesus’ death, resurrection, and 

ascension. Remembering, we make our offering. By your Holy Spirit, make our gifts holy, so that 



they may be spiritual food and drink. + Make us holy, so that we respectfully receive this feast 

and serve you in each other. Surrounded now by our ancestor saints, and all angels, with the 

heavenly community which gives you worship forever. May we also live in unity and live as 

relatives to all. United in Christ with all who stand before you on earth and heaven, we worship 

you, God the Creator, our Great Spirit, in songs and dance of infinite praise. Blessing, honor and 

glory be yours, here and everywhere, now and for ever. Amen.  

Whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thrust. 

And now we say the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Prayer After Communion 

CELEBRANT Let us Pray  

ALL   Jesus Christ, our leader, you are the Son of the Creator. Today we became your children 

today we became your grandchildren. We will live as you have taught us. We will follow your 

commandments. Watch over us. Speak to us from the trees, from the grass and herbs, from the 

breeze, from the passing rain, from the passing thunder and the deep waters. Before us there is 

beauty, behind us there is beauty. Allow us to walk a long life in happiness completed in beauty. 

Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 



Blessing 

Send us anywhere you would have us go, only go there with us. Place upon us any burden you 

desire, only stand by us to sustain us. Break any tie that binds us, except the tie that binds us to 

you. And the blessing of God; the Creator, who made and knows us; the Savior, who redeems 

and befriends us; and the Spirit, who enlightens and sustains us, be with you this day and 

always. Amen 

Announcements 

Closing Song ~ We Believe 

Dismissal 

CELEBRANT In the name of the Light that came into the world go in peace.  

PEOPLE Thanks be to God.  

 


