Easter Sunday 2020 – Bulletin
Opening Hymn #237 – Now the Green Blade Riseth
1 Now the green blade riseth, from the buried grain,
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.
2 In the grave they laid Him, Love who had been slain,
Thinking that He never would awake again,
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.
3 Forth He came at Easter, like the risen grain,
Jesus who for three days in the grave had lain;
Quick from the dead the risen One is seen:
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.
4 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
Jesus' touch can call us back to life again,
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.

Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
May his grace and peace be with you.
May he fill our hearts with joy.

Celebrant: Almighty God,
All:
to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Celebrant: Glory to God in the highest,
All:
and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God
and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you
for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God,
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are
seated at the right hand of
the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone
are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are
the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the
Father. Amen.

Collect
Lord of life and power, through the mighty resurrection of your Son,
you have overcome the old order of sin and death and have made
all things new in him. May we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus
Christ, reign with him in glory, who with you and the Holy Spirit is alive, one
God, now and for ever.

Readings
Acts 10: 34-43
Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no
partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching
peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses
to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him
on a tree; 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all
the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with
him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of
sins through his name.”
34

Psalm 118 1-2, 14-24
1

2

O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
his steadfast love endures forever!
Let Israel say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”

The LORD is my strength and my might;
he has become my salvation.
15 There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the LORD does valiantly;
14

16

the right hand of the LORD is exalted;

the right hand of the LORD does valiantly.”
17 I shall not die, but I shall live,
and recount the deeds of the LORD.

The LORD has punished me severely,
but he did not give me over to death.
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness,
that I may enter through them
and give thanks to the LORD.
20 This is the gate of the LORD;
18

the righteous shall enter through it.
21 I thank you that you have answered me
and have become my salvation.
22 The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
23 This is the LORD’s doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
24

This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.[c]

Gospel Reading
John 20: 1-18
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid
him.” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two
were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb
first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go
in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen
wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the
linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached
the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned
to their homes.
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look[a] into the
tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying,
11

one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where
they have laid him.” 14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus
standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why

are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she
said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I
will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in
Hebrew,[b] “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to
me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to
them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told
them that he had said these things to her.

Sermon
Nicene Creed
Celebrant:
All:

Let us confess our faith, as we say,
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation
he came
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the
third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped
and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the
the world to come. Amen.

life of

Prayers of the People
Let us pray for the needs of the world and the church to God who raised Jesus to new
life.
Lent began with Jesus in the desert confronted with the struggles of the world. In our
desert time we are struggling with Covid 19 through out the world and safeguarding the
integrity of creation. We pray and give thanks for the skills and knowledge of those

working in health, sciences, environment, relief and development who care for the well
being of the sick and the earth. So let us also remember the life and work of Galileo as
we move towards Earth Day…
God in your loving kindness: Hear our prayers
“God shows no partiality…” God loves us all and loves all of us as we've hove heard in
the stories of the Samaritan women at the well, Nicodemus with his questions and the
family of Mary, Martha and Lazarus. So may we hunger and thirst for what is right and
may the nations have an awareness of the unity of the human family….
God in your loving kindness: hear our prayers.
“Mary Magdalene and the other Mary left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy!” So
let us also remember those who are anxious, fearful, doubtful, lonely, lost or in any kind
of distress, for those who are on the move, for refugees, for those known to us and the
many unknown.
God in your loving kindness: hear our prayers.
The angel sent the two faithful women to go share with the disciples the news – “Jesus
is raised to new life” So let us pray for those who need prayers for healing, strength and
assurance ….
God in your loving kindness: hear our prayers.
We too pray for the promise of a new dawn… so we pray for the church scattered, for all
holy houses of prayer….. in this Sabbath time let us pray for one another, may we be
united in love and assurance that “Jesus is going ahead ” as we move onwards and into
Eastertide.
God in your loving kindness: hear our prayers.
The psalmist says “ The steadfast love of God endures forever and the people say The
steadfast love of God endures forever” “ Love never ends”
May it be so!! Amen!

Confession and Absolution
Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he
welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins,
confident in God’s forgiveness.
Celebrant: Most merciful God,
All:
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your

Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.
Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your
sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. People Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:
And also with you.

Hymn #354 – Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
1 Come, thou Fount of every blessing,
tune my heart to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing,
call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it
mount of God's redeeming love.
2 Here I find my greatest treasure;
hither by thy help I've come;
and I hope, by thy good pleasure,
safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
wandering from the fold of God;
he, to rescue me from danger,
bought me with his precious blood.
3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor
daily I'm constrained to be!
Let thy goodness, like a fetter,
bind my wandering heart to thee:
prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
prone to leave the God I love;
here's my heart, O take and seal it;
seal it for thy courts above.
The Psalter Hymnal, 1987

Prayer Over the Gifts
God our strength and salvation, receive all we offer you this day, and grant that we who
have confessed your name, and received new life in baptism, may live in the joy of the
resurrection, through Jesus Christ the Lord.

Eucharistic Prayer
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. People And also with you. Celebrant Lift up your
hearts. People We lift them to the Lord. Celebrant Let us give thanks to the
Lord our God. People It is right to give our thanks and praise. Celebrant It is
indeed right that we should praise you, gracious God, for you created all
things. You formed us in your own image: male and female you created us.
When we turned away from you in sin, you did not cease to care for us, but
opened a path of salvation for all people. You made a covenant with Israel,
and through your servants Abraham and Sarah gave the promise of a
blessing to all nations. Through Moses you led your people from bondage
into freedom; through the prophets you renewed your promise of salvation.
Therefore, with them, and with all your saints who have served you in every
age, we give thanks and raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name.
All:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant:

Holy God, source of life and goodness, all creation rightly gives you praise.
In the fullness of time, you sent your Son Jesus Christ, to share our human
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and
Father of all. He healed the sick and ate and drank with outcasts and
to the poor and to those in need. In all things he fulfilled your gracious will.
On the night he freely gave himself to death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it
to his disciples, and said, “ Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine;
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “ Drink this, all
of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.” Gracious God, his perfect sacrifice destroys the power
of sin and death; by raising him to life you give us life for evermore.
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith.

All:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Celebrant: Recalling his death, proclaiming his resurrection, and looking for his coming
again in glory, we offer you, Father, this bread and this cup. Send your Holy
Spirit upon us and upon these gifts, that all who eat and drink at this table
may be one body and one holy people, a living sacrifice in Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, all glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever.
People:
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant: As our Saviour taught us, let us pray,
All:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of
trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours, now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant:
All:
Celebrant:
All:
Celebrant:

Lord, we died with you on the cross.
Now we are raised to new life.
We were buried in your tomb.
Now we share in your resurrection.
Live in us, that we may live in you.

Celebrant: The gifts of God for the People of God.
People:
Thanks be to God.

Prayer After Communion
Celebrant: Glory to God,
All:
whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in
Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen

Dismissal
Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All:
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia!

